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1
PURGE EXHAUST PROCESSOR

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to a compressed air dryer. It
finds particular application in conjunction with reducing oil
expelled to atmosphere when the air dryer is purged and will
be described with particular reference thereto. It will be
appreciated, however, that the invention is also amenable to
other applications.

The purge exhaust of a compressed air regenerative dryer
used on air braked vehicles normally consists of water mixed
with some amount of oil. The oil may be introduced into the
air dryer from the compressor. The water and oil are expelled
from a purge exhaust valve of the air dryer during a purge
cycle. For example, the water and oil may be expelled to
atmosphere. Exhausting oil to atmosphere is environmentally
undesirable. In addition, the oil tends to accumulate over time
around the purge exhaust valve. This oil accumulation fre-
quently leads to an incorrect perception that the compressor
and/or air dryer is prematurely worn, resulting in unnecessary
replacements.

Currently, compressed air condensate management sepa-
rators, including baftles and coalescing elements, are used to
separate oil and emulsions from the condensate water of
industrial compressed air systems. However, these separators
tend to be bulky, are typically designed for stationary indus-
trial compressed air applications, and are not suitable to be
mounted on motor vehicles. Wicks have also been used to
transfer oil from a sump volume to an oil collector.

The present invention provides a new apparatus and
method for processing purge exhaust.

SUMMARY

In one aspect of the present invention, it is contemplated
that a purge exhaust processor includes an inlet chamber, a
sump chamber, a selectively charged surface in the inlet
chamber, and an orifice. The inlet chamber receives purge
exhaust including at least one of air, water vapor, oil acrosol,
and water aerosol. The selectively charged surface agglom-
erates at least one of the oil aerosol and water aerosol into a
liquid. The orifice is sized for passing the agglomerated liquid
from the inlet chamber to the sump chamber.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the accompanying drawings which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the specification, embodiments of the
invention are illustrated, which, together with a general
description of the invention given above, and the detailed
description given below, serve to exemplify the embodiments
of this invention.

FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic representation of a system for
processing purge exhaust in accordance with one embodi-
ment of an apparatus illustrating principles of the present
invention; and

FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic representation of a system for
processing purge exhaust in accordance with another
embodiment of an apparatus illustrating principles of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATED
EMBODIMENT

With reference to FIG. 1, a simplified component diagram
of an exemplary system 10 for processing purge exhaust is
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illustrated in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention. It is contemplated that the system 10 is included on
a vehicle (e.g., a heavy vehicle such as a truck or bus).

The system 10 includes an air dryer 12, a purge exhaust
processor 14, and a compressor 16 including an oil reservoir
18. The compressor 16 receives ambient air and generates
compressed air for fluid transmittal to a supply port 20 of the
air dryer 12. The compressed air received via the supply port
20 is cleaned and/or dried by the air dryer 12. Occasionally,
the air dryer 12 is purged to regenerate a drying material 22
(e.g., a desiccant) in the air dryer 12. In one embodiment, a
portion of the dried air is stored and used at a later time for
purging the air dryer 12. The previously cleaned/dried air is
referred to as purge air. The cleaned and dried compressed air
not kept as purge air is otherwise transmitted to the vehicle
system reservoirs 24 for use by, for example, the vehicle air
brake system 26 or other air operated components.

To purge the air dryer 12, a purge valve 28, which is
positioned at a purge delivery port 30 of the air dryer 12, is
opened. During the purge, the purge air is passed through the
drying material 22 to remove contaminants, which may
include oil and water aerosols, soot and particulates, as well
as moisture captured by the drying material 22 during the
drying process. Typically, the purge air is passed through the
drying material 22 in a reverse direction (relative to the direc-
tion the compressed air passes to be cleaned/dried) and then
exits the air dryer 12 via the purge delivery port 30.

The delivery port 30 of the air dryer 12 is fluidly connected
to an air inlet port 32 (e.g., a purge inlet port) of the purge
exhaust processor 14. Therefore, the purge valve 28 is fluidly
connected to the inlet port 32 of the purge exhaust processor
14. The purge air exiting the delivery port 30 of the air dryer
12 is referred to as purge exhaust and includes the contami-
nants and moisture removed from the drying material 22. The
purge exhaust is transmitted from the delivery port 30 of the
air dryer 12 to an inlet chamber 34 of the purge exhaust
processor 14 via the purge air inlet port 32. The purge exhaust
from the air dryer 12, which includes the contaminants, such
as oil and water aerosols, and moisture from the drying mate-
rial 22, is processed in the purge exhaust processor 14. For
example, the purge exhaust processor 14 processes the purge
exhaust by separating effluent (e.g., liquid oil, liquid water,
particulates, and/or other contaminants) from the remainder
of the purge exhaust (e.g., air and non-liquid water). The
effluent exits the inlet chamber 34 of the purge exhaust pro-
cessor 14 via an outlet port 36 (e.g., an orifice), and the
remainder of the purge exhaust (e.g., air and non-liquid water)
escapes the exhaust processor 14 via an exhaust port 40 (e.g.,
a vent port). In one embodiment, the exhaust port 40 fluidly
communicates the remainder of the purge exhaust from the
inlet chamber 34 of the purge exhaust processor 14 to atmo-
sphere.

The effluent exiting the inlet chamber 34 of the purge
exhaust processor 14 passes to a sump chamber 42 via the
outlet port 36. In one embodiment, the outlet port 36 is sized
as an orifice for passing the effluent (e.g., liquid oil, liquid
water or other contaminants) from the inlet chamber 34 to the
sump chamber 42. The orifice is sized to pass an anticipated
amount of effluent while limiting the pressurization of the
sump chamber. The effluent tends to accumulate in the sump
chamber 42. For example, gravity causes the effluent to accu-
mulate along a bottom surface 44 (e.g. bottom wall) of the
sump chamber 42. A drain port 46 and a drain valve 50, which
is positioned in the drain port 46, are included in the sump
chamber 42. The drain valve may be set between an open
position, which allows the effluent to flow out of the sump
chamber 42, and a closed position, which prevents the effluent
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from flowing out of the sump chamber 42. In one embodi-
ment, the drain port 46 is at the bottom surface 44 of the sump
chamber 42 so that, for example, gravity causes the accumu-
lated effluent along the bottom surface to exit the sump cham-
ber 42 via the drain port 46 when the drain valve 50 is in the
open position.

It is contemplated that the drain valve 50 in the drain port
46 is set between the open and closed positions either manu-
ally or automatically. For example, an operator of the vehicle
may manually open and close the drain valve 50. Alterna-
tively, the drain valve 50 may be automatically controlled
either pneumatically or electronically via, for example, an
electronic control unit (not shown).

In the illustrated embodiment, the drain port 46 fluidly
communicates with both the sump chamber 42 and the com-
pressor 16. For example, the drain port 46 fluidly communi-
cates with the oil reservoir 18 of the compressor 16. There-
fore, the effluent in the sump chamber 42 is fluidly
communicated from the sump chamber 42 to the oil reservoir
18 of the compressor 16 when the drain valve 50 of the drain
port 46 is in the open position.

An electrostatically charged surface 52 is positioned in the
purge exhaust processor 14. For example, the electrostatically
charged surface 52 is positioned in the inlet chamber 34 of the
purge exhaust processor 14. In the embodiment illustrated in
FIG. 1, the electrostatically charged surface 52 includes a
conductive plate 54 that is electrically isolated from the inlet
chamber 14 and the remainder of the purge exhaust processor
14. For example, the conductive plate 54 is secured in the inlet
chamber 14 via a non-conductive bracket 56 such as plastic.
The bracket 56 electrically isolates the conductive plate 54
from walls 60, 62, 64, 66, which define the inlet chamber 14,
and from walls 70, 72, 74 and the walls 66, 44 defining the
sump chamber 42.

The electrostatically charged surface 52 is connected to an
associated high voltage generating device 80. The high volt-
age generating device 80 generates a high voltage to charge
the electrostatic surface 52.

The electrostatically charged surface 52 may be selectively
charged, meaning that the high voltage generating device 80
may, for example, provide the high voltage only when the
purge exhaust processor 14 is receiving purge air. Alterna-
tively, the high voltage generating device 80 may provide
high voltage to the electrostatically charged surface 52 when
an associated compressor governor is in an unload mode.

Since the surface 52 is charged, oil and water aerosols in
the purge exhaust are electrostatically attracted to the surface
52. The oil and water in the aerosol agglomerate on the
electrostatically charged surface 52. It is contemplated that
the electrostatically charged surface 52 is sloped toward the
outlet port 36, which is between the inlet chamber 34 and the
sump chamber 42. Therefore, gravity pulls the agglomerated
liquid on the electrostatically charged surface 52 toward the
outlet port 36. Gravity then continues to pull the liquid
through the outlet port 36 to the sump chamber 42.

During use, purge air (e.g., purge exhaust) from the air
dryer 12 is fluidly transmitted to the inlet chamber 34 of the
purge exhaust processor 14 via the purge inlet port 32. A
vortex is created in the inlet chamber 34 as the purge exhaust
enters the inlet chamber 34 tangentially. Centrifugal forces
cause relatively larger and/or heavier parts of the purge
exhaust (e.g., effluent) to separate to an outside of the vortex
in the inlet chamber 34. At the same time, the relatively
smaller and/or lighter parts of the purge exhaust (e.g., air,
non-liquid water, etc.) exit the inlet chamber 34 via the
exhaust port 40. The effluent is electrostatically attracted to
the conductive surface 52. Since the conductive surface 52 is
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angled toward the outlet port 36, gravity acts to move the
effluent from the conductive surface 52, through the outlet
port 36, and into the sump chamber 42.

Once the liquid effluent is in the sump chamber 42, gravity
acts to pull the effluent to the bottom surface (wall) 44 of the
sump chamber 42. When the drain valve 50 in the drain port
46 is in the open position, the effluent passes from the sump
chamber 42 to the oil reservoir 18 of the compressor 16.

FIG. 2 illustrates a purge exhaust processor 14' in accor-
dance with a second embodiment of the present invention. For
ease of understanding this embodiment of the present inven-
tion, like components are designated by like numerals with a
primed (") suffix and new components are designated by new
numerals.

With reference to FIG. 2, one of the walls 66' of the inlet
chamber 34' acts as the electrostatically charged surface 52'.
In this embodiment, the wall 66' of the inlet chamber 34' is
electrically conductive, while the other walls 60', 62', 64' of
the inlet chamber 34' and the walls 70, 72', 74', 44' of the
sump chamber 42' are non-conductive. The wall 66' is com-
mon between both the inlet chamber 34' and the sump cham-
ber 42'. Therefore, only the wall 66' of the purge exhaust
processor 14' is conductive, while all of the other walls 60',
62',64',70',72',74', 44' of the purge exhaust processor 14' are
non-conductive.

It is contemplated that the conductive material of the wall
66' of the ink chamber 34' is a metal. On the other hand, the
non-conductive material of the other walls 60', 62', 64', 70',
72', 74, 44' of the purge exhaust processor 14' are contem-
plated to be a plastic.

During use, as discussed above with reference to the first
embodiment of FIG. 1, the purge air (e.g., purge exhaust)
from the air dryer is fluidly transmitted to the inlet chamber
34' of the purge exhaust processor 14' of FIG. 2 via the purge
inlet port 32'. A vortex is created in the inlet chamber 34' by
the purge exhaust entering the inlet chamber 34' tangentially.
Centrifugal forces cause relatively larger and/or heavier parts
of'the purge exhaust (e.g., effluent) to an outside of the vortex
in the inlet chamber 34'. At the same time, the relatively
smaller and/or lighter parts of the purge exhaust (e.g., air,
non-liquid water, etc.) exit the inlet chamber 34' via the
exhaust port. The effluent is electrostatically attracted to the
conductive surface 52', which in the embodiment illustrated
in FIG. 2 is the wall 66'.

As in the first embodiment, the conductive surface 52' (i.e.,
the wall 66') in FIG. 2 is angled toward the outlet port 36'.
Therefore, gravity acts to move the effluent from the conduc-
tive surface 52', through the outlet port 36, and into the sump
chamber 42'.

Oncethe effluent is in the sump chamber 42', gravity acts to
pull the effluent to the bottom surface (wall) 44' of the sump
chamber 42'. When the drain valve 50' in the drain port 46' is
in the open position, the effluent passes from the sump cham-
ber 42' to the oil reservoir of the compressor, in a similar
manner that is discussed above with reference to the first
embodiment of FIG. 1.

While the present invention has been illustrated by the
description of embodiments thereof, and while the embodi-
ments have been described in considerable detail, it is not the
intention of the applicants to restrict or in any way limit the
scope of the appended claims to such detail. Additional
advantages and modifications will readily appear to those
skilled in the art. Therefore, the invention, in its broader
aspects, is not limited to the specific details, the representative
apparatus, and illustrative examples shown and described.
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Accordingly, departures may be made from such details with-
out departing from the spirit or scope of the applicant’s gen-
eral inventive concept.

We claim:

1. A purge exhaust processor, comprising:

an inlet chamber for receiving purge exhaust, the purge
exhaust including at least one of air, water vapor, oil
aerosol, and water aerosol,;

a sump chamber;

a selectively charged surface in the inlet chamber for
agglomerating at least one of the oil aerosol and water
aerosol into a liquid; and

an orifice sized for passing the liquid from the inlet cham-
ber to the sump chamber.

2. The purge exhaust processor as set forth in claim 1,

further including:

a purge inlet port in the inlet chamber;

avent port in the inlet chamber communicating with atmo-
sphere;

wherein purge exhaust enters the inlet chamber via the
purge inlet port;

wherein a vortex is created by the purge exhaust entering
the inlet chamber tangentially; and

wherein centrifugal force causes at east one of relatively
larger parts and relatively heavier parts of the purge
exhaust to separate to an outside of the vortex in the inlet
chamber, while the air of the purge exhaust exits the inlet
chamber via the vent port.

3. The purge exhaust processor as set forth in claim 1,

wherein:

the charged surface includes a conductive plate.

4. The purge exhaust processor as set forth in claim 1,

wherein:

electrically non-conductive walls define the inlet chamber
and the sump chamber; and

the charged surface is secured to one of the electrically
non-conductive walls.

5. The purge exhaust processor as set forth in claim 1,

wherein:

the water aerosol and oil aerosol in the purge exhaust
entering the inlet chamber are electrostatically attracted
to the charged surface and agglomerated into a liquid;

the charged surface is angled toward the orifice; and

gravity causes the liquid to pass from the angled charged
surface to the sump chamber via the orifice.

6. The purge exhaust processor as set forth in claim 5,

further including:

a drain port in the sump chamber; and

a drain valve in the drain port, the liquid in the sump
chamber passing from the sump chamber to a compres-
sor oil reservoir when the drain valve is open.

7. The purge exhaust processor as set forth in claim 1,

wherein:

a plurality of walls define the inlet chamber and the sump
chamber;

one ofthe walls is electrically conductive and is electrically
isolated from the other walls; and

the electrically conductive wall is the charged surface.

8. The purge exhaust processor as set forth in claim 7,

wherein:

the oil aerosol and water aerosol in the purge exhaust
entering the inlet chamber are electrostatically attracted
to the charged electrically conductive wall;

the charged electrically conductive wall is angled toward
the orifice; and
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gravity causes the liquid to pass from the angled charged
electrically conductive wall to the sump chamber via the
orifice.

9. The purge exhaust processor as set forth in claim 1,

wherein:

the orifice is sized to pass the liquid of the purge exhaust to
the sump chamber; and

the orifice is sized to pass the liquid while limiting the
pressurization of the sump chamber.

10. The purge exhaust processor as set forth in claim 1,

further including:

a drain port in the sump chamber, the liquid in the sump
chamber passing from the sump chamber to a compres-
sor oil reservoir via the drain port.

11. The purge exhaust processor as set forth in claim 1,

further including:

avent port in the inlet chamber communicating with atmo-
sphere wherein the air of the purge exhaust exits the inlet
chamber via, the vent port.

12. A method for processing purge exhaust from an air

dryer, the method comprising:

receiving purge exhaust in an inlet chamber;

electrostatically attracting water aerosol and oil aerosol in
the purge exhaust to a charged surface in the inlet cham-
ber and agglomerating at least one of the water aerosol
and oil aerosol into a liquid; and

passing the liquid from the charged surface to a sump
chamber.

13. The method for processing purge exhaust from an air
dryer as set forth in claim 12, wherein the passing step
includes:

gravitationally flowing the liquid from the charged surface
to the sump chamber via an orifice.

14. The method for processing purge exhaust from an air

dryer as set forth in claim 12, further including:

passing the liquid from the sump chamber to a compressor
oil reservoir.

15. The method for processing purge exhaust from an air

dryer as set forth in claim 12, further including:

passing air in the purge exhaust to atmosphere via a vent
port in the inlet chamber.

16. The method for processing purge exhaust from an air

dryer as set forth in claim 12, further including:

creating a vortex in the inlet chamber from the received
purge exhaust;

passing air in the purge exhaust to atmosphere via a vent
port of the inlet chamber that is positioned toward a
central axis of the vortex; and

passing the particulates in the purge exhaust toward an
outside of the vortex, via centrifugal force, so the par-
ticulates are relatively closer to the charged surface.

17. A system for processing purge exhaust, comprising:

an air dryer;
a compressor generating compressed air fluidly transmit-
ted to a supply port of the air dryer;
a high voltage generating device; and
a purge exhaust processor, including:
an inlet port fluidly connected to a purge valve of the air
dryer, the purge exhaust processor receiving purge
exhaust from the air dryer, the purge exhaust includ-
ing air, water aerosol and oil aerosol;

an inlet chamber receiving the purge exhaust via the inlet
port;

a sump chamber;

a charged surface, in the inlet chamber connected to the
high voltage generating device, that electrostatically
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attracts the water aerosol and oil aerosol of the purge
exhaust and agglomerates the water aerosol and oil
aerosol into a liquid; and
an orifice sized for passing the liquid from the charged
surface to the sump chamber. 5
18. The system for processing purge exhaust as set forth in
claim 17, wherein:
the charged surface includes a conductive plate electrically
isolated from walls of the inlet chamber and the sump
chamber. 10
19. The system for processing purge exhaust as set forth in
claim 17, wherein:
the charged surface is at least a part of one of a plurality of
walls of the inlet chamber; and
the wall including the charged surface is electrically iso- 15
lated from the other walls of the inlet chamber.
20. The system for processing purge exhaust as set forth in
claim 17, wherein:
the charged surface is downwardly sloped toward the ori-
fice; and 20
gravity causes the particles on the charged surface to flow
to the sump chamber via the orifice.
21. A purge exhaust processor, comprising:
an inlet chamber;
a sump chamber; 25
means for attracting effluent in purge exhaust; and
means for passing the effluent from the inlet chamber to the
sump chamber.



